Here’s just some of the media coverage of the SFYS,
including their Gold Medal Achievement
in Prague’s 2019 Music Festival

Young Musicians Win Gold
Congratulations to the talented South Florida
Youth Symphony musicians for winning
another gold medal, this time at the prestigious
International Youth Bohemia Prague 2019
music festival.
Their award-winning performance marks the
second time in two years the group has achieved
gold awards. In January 2017, SFYS won the
Gold Trophy in the Heritage Music Festival in
Washington.
“The kids performed spectacularly,” said
Marjorie Hahn, executive and creative director.
“In addition to their performance, these young
musicians were exposed to a wide variety of
international music, made lasting friendships
with kids from other countries, and got to see
and learn about a historic venue.”
Joining Hahn in conducting duties on the
international trip were associate conductor
Richard Zogaib; Alberto Bade, adjunct
professor of the Miami Dade College Film Score
Orchestra; and Lowell Thomas, SFYS director
of winds, and music director at Ferguson Senior
High School.
Events of the four-day festival included a
parade down the streets of Old Town Prague
with SFYS kids carrying the organization’s

The South Florida Youth Symphony musicians and chaperones presented a City of Miami flag during the opening ceremonies of the Young Bohemia
Prague 2019 music festival. The students were awarded a Gold Medal at the prestigious event.

banner as well as the City of Miami flag.
“Many of these 56 youngsters — who come
from the underserved areas of South Florida —
had never even been outside of Miami-Dade
County, let alone flown internationally,” said

Zogaib. “It was just a great trip and a memorable
experience.”
For more, visit www.SFYS.net or call 305238-2729.
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South Florida Youth Symphony
Takes Gold in Prague Festival

The South Florida Youth Symphony plays during their Gold
Medal-winning performance at the recent Young Bohemia
Prague 2019 music festival.

The South Florida Youth Symphony
(SFYS.net), one of the nation’s premier
youth music organizations, captured the
Gold Medal in the recent prestigious
International Youth Bohemia Prague 2019
music festival in Prague, Czech Republic.
Their award-winning performance
marks the second time in two years the
Youth Symphony has achieved gold
awards. They previously won the Gold
Trophy in the Heritage Music Festival in
Washington, D.C. in January, 2017.
“The kids performed spectacularly,”
said Marjorie Hahn, executive and
creative director of the South Florida
Youth Symphony. “In addition to their
performance, these young musicians were
exposed to a wide variety of international
music, made lasting friendships with kids
from other countries and got to see and
learn about a historic venue.”
Hahn shared conducting duties during
the international trip with SFYS Associate
Conductor Richard Zogaib, Alberto
Bade, adjunct professor of the MiamiDade College Film Score Orchestra and
Lowell Thomas, SFYS director of winds

and music director at Ferguson Senior
High School. The events of the four-day
festival included a parade down the main
streets of Old Town Prague with SFYS
kids carrying the organization’s banner as
well as the City of Miami flag.
More than a thousand musicians from
around the world, including Germany,
Sweden, Japan, Russia, Slovenia, Serbia,
Switzerland, Ireland, the United Kingdom,
Italy, Estonia, Hungary, Israel and Turkey
participated in the festival.
“Many of these 56 youngsters—who
come from the underserved areas of South
Florida—had never even been outside
of Miami-Dade County, let alone flown
internationally,” said Zogaib. “It was just
a great trip and a memorable experience.”
For more information on the South
Florida Youth Symphony, visit their
website, SFYS.net, email MakeMusic@
sfys.net or call 305.238.2729.

The South Florida Youth Symphony poses on the steps of the
National House Vinohrady following their Gold Medal-winning
performance in the Young Bohemia Prague 2019 music festival.

The South Florida Youth Symphony, carrying their SFYS banner, marches during the opening ceremonies of the Young Bohemia Prague
2019 music festival. The group captured the Gold Medal in the prestigious Prague, Czech Republic event.
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Offering Summer Festival Scholarships

South Florida Youth Symphony
Teams With Prestigious
Brevard Music Center
The South Florida Youth Symphony
(SFYS.net), one of the nation’s premier
youth music organizations, is joining with
the Brevard Music Center (brevardmusic.
org), one of the country’s leading summer
training programs, to offer scholarships
to the famed Brevard Summer Music
Festival beginning in 2019.
“Being able to work with an
organization such as the Brevard Music
Center and offer scholarships to their
Summer Festival is a major step for the
South Florida Youth Symphony,” says
SFYS Executive Director Marjorie Hahn.
“Brevard is one of the top music programs
in the world and joining with them will
provide incredible opportunities for our
students.”
The Gold-Medal winning SFYS, which
kicked off its 54th season in south Florida,
recently performed at Carnegie Hall in
New York—thanks to a major donation
from the Gloria Estefan Foundation—and
is participating in the Prague Bohemia
Youth Music Festival in 2019.
Cost to attend the Brevard Summer
Music Festival is normally $7,200, but as
part of the Brevard Music Center Scholars
Program, the SFYS will receive four ½
scholarships.
“Obviously, this is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity for our students, many of
which have never even been out of MiamiDade County,” said Hahn. “But we need
to do some significant fundraising—
including finding substantial matching
gift sponsors—to help these kids, most

Brevard Music Center, one of the country’s most prestigious summer training programs—led by Artistic Director Keith Lockhart—is
teaming with the Gold-Medal winning South Florida Youth Symphony to offer summer scholarships to SFYS students.

of whom come from underserved areas of
our community.”
Located on a picturesque 180-acre
campus situated in the Blue Ridge
Mountains of North Carolina, the Brevard
Music Center is considered one of the
world’s premier summer training programs
and festivals.
Under the artistic direction of
acclaimed conductor Keith Lockhart,
Principal Conductor of the Boston Pops
and Chief Guest Conductor of the BBC
Orchestra in London, 500 gifted students
(ages 14 through post-college) come to
the Music Center each summer to study
with distinguished faculty and renowned
guest artists. From the end of June to the
beginning of August, students participate

in a rigorous program of instruction
and performance including orchestral
ensembles, private lessons, chamber
music, and opera.
“The South Florida Youth Symphony
has produced some outstanding musicians
over the years,” said Jason Posnock,
BMC’s Director of Artistic Planning and
Educational Programs. “We’re proud to
team with them to offer these musicians
the opportunity to attend Brevard Music
Center.”
For more information and to donate
to the South Florida Youth Symphony
scholarship program, visit SFYS.net or
phone 305.238.2729.

Additional sample coverage of the SFYS,
including their support from the
Gloria Estefan Foundation
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Joined by Miami Dade College music students

South Florida Youth Symphony
Performs at Carnegie Hall

Members of the South Florida Youth Symphony take the stage at famed Carnegie Hall in New York City. From left to right, first row,
is Concert Master Guanluca Nagaro, 16, of Alonzo and Tracy Morning high school and Andrea Guariguata, Miami-Dade College. In
second row are Moana Fugiwara, Miami-Dade College, and home-schooled Gabrielle Bush. Fifty seven youngsters from South Florida
made the trip to Carnegie Hall thanks, in part, to a $35,500 gift from the Gloria Estefan Foundation.

The South Florida Youth Symphony
(sfys.net), one of the nation’s premier youth
music organizations, recently traveled to
New York City to perform at Carnegie Hall,
the ‘Mecca’ of music in America.
Nearly 60 youngsters from the SFYS
and Miami Dade College Orchestras formed
the South Florida Music Consortium for
the prestigious Carnegie Hall National
Instrumental Festival, an event featuring
some of the top youth groups in the nation.

“This was a triumphant performance,”
said Marjorie Hahn, SFYS executive
director. “These kids, many of which had
never even been out of Miami-Dade County
or flown on a plane, played fantastically
in an incredible performance. This was a
once-in-a-lifetime experience and they rose
to the occasion.”
The Consortium was able to make the
Carnegie Hall trip, due, in part, to a generous
donation of $35,500 from the Gloria Estefan
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Foundation, and support from Miami Dade
College
In addition to their performance in
historic Carnegie Hall, which included
selections from Mozart, Dvorak, Copland
and Beethoven, members of the Consortium
visited several popular tourism attractions,
including the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island,
Julliard, the 9/11 Memorial, Times Square
and Central Park.
“We took the kids to a wide variety of
places because we wanted to make sure
that this was an encompassing, meaningful
experience for them, not just a musical
performance,” said Alberto Bade, director
of the Miami-Dade College Film Score
Orchestra who conducted two of the
Carnegie Hall pieces. “Having them visit
the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island gave
them a historical perspective, visiting
the 9/11 Memorial was a very moving
experience and introducing them to the
Julliard school helped to continue the
musical encouragement.”
For members of the Gold-Medal winning
SFYS, the trip provided a lifetime of
memories.
“This was just unbelievable,” said
16-year-old Concert Master and first violinist
Guanluca Nagaro of Alonzo and Tracy
Morning High School. “I never thought I
would ever get to play in Carnegie Hall or
experience a trip like this. This just shows
me that my music teachers and instructors
at the Youth Symphony were right; if I keep
practicing and striving to get better, my
music can take me anywhere.”
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Inner City Families Get Thanksgiving Day Meals
Gloria
Estefan
Foundation
From
Biscayne
Bay Kiwanis Donation
Club
Sends South Florida Youth Symphony
To Carnegie Hall

look on the families’ faces—and in some
cases the tears in their eyes—made all the
hard work worthwhile.”
Fifteen families from the five schools—
Frederick Douglass, Eneida Hartner, Paul
Laurence Dunbar K-8, Morningside K-8
and Wheatley—were selected by the
administrators of their respective schools to
receive their meals in a ‘grocery store’ type
setting. Families walked into the room,
Biscayne Bay Kiwanis President Nellie Hernandez, right, helps a
were given an empty Publix bag (donated
family fill their bag with food during the Club’s Thanksgiving Day
giveaway. Seventy five inner city families received everything by Publix) and ‘shopped’ around the room
they needed for a complete holiday meal as well as healthy with the help of one of the Club members.
extras to last throughout the Thanksgiving school break.
In addition to a 10-12 pound turkey,
each family received a box of stuffing mix,
The Biscayne Bay Kiwanis Club 10 pound bag of potatoes, two pounds of
(BiscayneBayKiwanis.org), one of South carrots, three pounds of onions, cans of corn
Florida’s most active community ser- and green peas, a three pound bag of rice, a
vice organizations, donated complete box of corn muffin mix, cans of tuna, a one
Thanksgiving Day meals—and more—to pound box of spaghetti, can of spaghetti
75 inner city families from five different sauce, a bag of rolls—donated by Pinecrest
Bakery—a pie, jar of peanut butter, a bag of
elementary schools.
The event, just four days before Harvest Snap snacks containing 16 snacks
Thanksgiving, took place at Phillis and a bag of Raman Noodles.
“It was important to give these families
Wheatley Elementary.
“Even though our Club has been more than just the Thanksgiving Day
involved in various Thanksgiving Day basics,” said Biscayne Bay Kiwanis
projects with other civic organizations, this President-Elect Carmen Calzon, who came
was the first time in our 66-year-history that up with the meal giveaway idea and headed
we have ever undertaken a project of this up the efforts to gather donations from
magnitude,” said Biscayne Bay Kiwanis local merchants. “Many of these families
Marjorie Hahn,Nellie
left, executive
director of the “To
South Florida
Youth Symphony
members because
of the SFYS are
all smiles
afterare
receiving
were and
selected
their
kids
on a
President
Hernandez.
see the
donation for $35,500 from the Gloria Estefan Foundation. The donation, largest in the SFYS’ 53-year history, will enable the awardreduced
winning orchestra to travel to New York City in February to performthe
at Carnegie
Hall. or free lunch program and this
was a way of making sure they got good,
healthy food over the Thanksgiving break
The Gloria Estefan Foundation—which when
Mall—is
the
single
largest
donation
in
the
they wouldn’t be in school.”
promotes education, health and cultural 53-year
history ofBay
the Kiwanis
South Florida
Youth
The Biscayne
Club is
an
development—recently made a donation of all-volunteer
Symphony. organization of professional
and women
based in donation
downtown
Miami
$35,500 to the Gold Medal winning South men“This
is just a fantastic
which
will
to our
improving
the lives—and
Florida Youth Symphony (SFYS.net) that dedicated
enable all of
musicians—many
of which
brightening the future—of disadvantaged
will enable 60 young musicians to travel to come from underprivileged households and
children in Overtown, Allapattah and
New York City in February to perform at Midtown
have never
even
been
out
of
Miami-Dade
Miami.
Carnegie Hall.
County—to
Carnegie ongoing
Hall, the
Some of theperform
Club’s at
noteworthy
A full bag of Thanksgiving Day food—and more—awaited 75
The donation—which was revealed service
mecca ofprojects
music ininclude:
America,”reading
said Marjorie
with
inner city families.
to the musicians during a fund raising/ Hahn, executive director of the SFYS.
public awareness performance at Dadeland “The Youth Symphony has an angel and her

name is Gloria Estefan.”
The SFYS, which has never turned away
a student because of financial concerns, had
already raised $56,000 for the trip, leaving
them(left)
$35,500
short
$91,500
Gladys
and Victoria
Valdesofofthe
Pinecrest
Bakery needed
donated
bread
as part of to
the Biscayne
Bay Kiwanis
Thanksgiving
to travel
NYC for
The Club’s
Carnegie
Hall
Day giveaway.
National Instrumental Festival, February
23-26, 2018.
Thestudents;
organization
had started
elementary
school
providing
a fullya
paid
college scholarship
toreaching
a deserving
GoFundMe
page and was
out high
to the
school
uniforms,
South senior;
Floridadistributing
communityschool
for assistance.
supplies
to children
Then and
theybackpacks
got the good
news. in need;
providing guided tours of the Everglades
behalf
of attractions,
the Gloriamuseums
Estefan
and“On
field trips
to local
Foundation,
we will
gladly infund
the
and
sporting events
for children
shelters
remaining
balance feeding
of $35,500
needed to
and
public housing;
the homeless,
and
providing
three
of freemusicians
summer
cover
the costs
formonths
these young
swim
lessons
at Gibson
Park. at Carnegie
to travel
to NYC
and perform
Over the
six years,
the Biscayne
Bayof
Hall,”
saidlast
Frank
Amadeo,
president
Kiwanis Club has awarded nearly $150,000
Estefan Enterprises, in a letter to the SFYS
in scholarships throughout Miami-Dade
Board.
County.
“To more
say weinformation
were stunned—and
ecstatic—
For
on the Biscayne
would
not be an
said
Bay
Kiwanis
orunderstatement,”
their upcomingHahn
service
projects,
email
with a smile.
“ThisBiscaynebaykiwanis@
is a once-in-a-lifetime
gmail.com
or phone/text
305.814.2225.
opportunity
for these youngsters
and we
will be forever grateful to the Gloria Estefan
Foundation for making this trip possible.”
When Hahn and SFYS President Patricia
Lefebvre ‘unwrapped’ the check during
a break in the Dadeland performance, the
musicians—and their parents—went wild,
screaming, applauding and hugging each
other.
“What a perfect Christmas gift this was
to ourof organization,”
saidClubLefebvre.
“The
Members
the Biscayne Bay Kiwanis
wait for families
to
arrive
and ‘shop’
in the store
the Club set up
at Phillis
Gloria
Estefan
Foundation
was
ourWheatley
Santa
Elementary.
Claus.”

A variety of media has focused on the Gold-Medal
winning SFYS and the key role they play
in the South Florida community
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Featuring the South Florida Youth Symphony

Biscayne Bay Kiwanis, Shutts & Bowen
Provide Free Halloween Concert
For Inner City Youths, Families

Young concertgoers, right, learn the finer points of the trombone during the pre-concert ‘Meet & Greet’ at the Fourth Annual Biscayne
Bay Kiwanis Halloween Concert at the Lyric Theater in Overtown. Featuring the South Florida Youth Symphony, the free concert
attracted nearly 300 kids from five different elementary schools.

joined this year’s Halloween concert by
handing out ‘goodie bags’ to kids following
the event.
Since its founding in 1950, the Biscayne
Bay Kiwanis Club—an all-volunteer service
organization of professional men and women
based in Downtown Miami—has improved the
lives of disadvantaged children in Overtown,
Allapattah, and Midtown Miami through
educational programs, field trips, and hands
on service projects.
The 68-year-old Club’s very successful
programs include an in-school reading
program to help second graders pass the EOY
(End of Year) Exam, funding of summer swim
lessons, lessons in etiquette, civics, and life
skills, Thanksgiving meal giveaways to inner
city families and guided tours/field trips to
Everglades National Park and South Florida
museums.
Over the past six years the BBKC has
awarded more than $200,000 in college
scholarships
throughout
Miami-Dade
County, including an annual full, four-year
college scholarship to a deserving Booker T.
Washington High School senior.
For further information about the Biscayne
Bay Kiwanis or to join in one of their
community service projects, text or phone the
club at 305.814.2225.

The Biscayne Bay Kiwanis Club
(Biscaynebaykiwanis.org), one of South
Florida’s most active community service
organizations, joined with one of South
Florida’s top law firms, Shutts & Bowen
(Shutts.com), to provide a free ‘Spooky Tunes’
Halloween Concert for nearly 300 inner-city
youths and their families at the historic Lyric
Theater in Overtown.
Featuring the South Florida Youth
Symphony (sfys.net), the annual Halloween
Concert has grown to become an extremely
popular event during its three-year history.
Kids and their parents from five different
inner-city elementary schools—Frederick
Douglass, Phillis Wheatley, Eneida Hartner,

The City of Miami Police Department joined in the activities for
the Fourth Annual Biscayne Bay Kiwanis Halloween Concert
by handing out ‘goodie bags’ to concertgoers following the
performance by the South Florida Youth Symphony.

Dunbar and Santa Clara—attended the concert
as well as the pre-concert ‘Meet & Greet’ in
the Lyric lobby.
SFYS performers—attired in Halloween
costumes—met the kids and teach them about
their instruments, even allowing the young
instruments.
“Concerts such as this exposes these
youngsters—some for the very first time—
to classical music,” said Kellie Gayoso,
president of the Biscayne Bay Kiwanis. “We
hope to expand their horizons and show
them possibilities. Perhaps, because of this
exposure, a child decides to take up a musical
instrument.”
The City of Miami Police Department
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SouthYouth
FloridaGerald
Youth Symphony
adds
third-generation
musician
Symphony
Gold
Grant,Takes
Jr. wins
AXAMedal
By Lewis Matusow

At Heritage Music Festival
Community Service Award

BY LEWIS MATUSOW

P

Members of the South Florida Youth Symphony, with the Capitol building in the background, attended the Presidential Inauguration
as part of their recent trip to Washington, D.C.

MayaThe
Kemp,South
4, is a third
generation
musician
with the South Florida
Youth turned
Symphony,away
joining her
mother, Natalie
never
a student
forWilder-Kemp
his/her
Florida
Youth
Symphony,
(center), and grandmother, Aundrea Wilder (right). Pictured with the talented family is Marjorie Hahn (left), musical and executive
considered
one
ofis celebrating
the nation’s
premier
director
of the SFYS,
which
its 50th year
in 2015. inability to pay, opened a GoFundMe

and appealed to South Florida
youth music organizations, captured the aaccount
great deal about the musical talent in
through
various
TV
that
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as well
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the longevity of the
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media-oriented
Youth
itself.”strategy worked,
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than44th
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teacher
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izations, and
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and the
founded
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step-father,
Maestro
Biscayne
Bay
Kiwanis
Club,Carmen
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Nappo, Hahn, who twice conducted the
$3,000 and $1,000, respectively.
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very
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overseen
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and a 16-year
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in summer
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music campscompetition—a
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the South
Youth
topWhen
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HeritageFlorida
Inauguration
Symphony (www.sfys.net), now celebratFestival Gold Adjudicators Trophy
ing its 50th year, added 4-year-old Maya
for Orchestral
the
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to its ranks Performance—in
it was doing more than
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Music
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just
welcoming
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young
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Washington,
D.C. a third generation
It
was welcoming
member.
But the trip to Washington, which
Maya, an
with
her brightto smile
included
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attend and
the
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of her mother, Natalie Wilder-Kemp,
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music
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a thirdmusicians,
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thea family
Youth
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the Youth
is the
really
quite
Symphony
firstSymphony
had to raise
funds
to
amazing,”
said Marjorie
Hahn,
the SFYS
help underwrite
the trip for
24 musicians
musical and executive director. “It says

young musicians, ages 5-21.
“Mrs. Hahn has certainly been
instrumental in my family’s musical
growth
no pun
intended,”
said Aundrea
first for—
most
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kids—and
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Wilder, who began studying violin at age
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Youth
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SFYS member through her college years,
the Adjudicators Festival Directors
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Trophy.
And now little Maya Kemp is adding
her violin talents to the SFYS in the
organization’s beginning Suzuki classes.
“I am so proud of her,” said Maya’s
mom. “We’ve always tried to make
music part of our lives, from my mother
to me and now to Maya. Music, and the
dedication of taking up an instrument
has been a positive influence in all of our
lives. And sharing that love of music with
fellow members of the Youth Symphony
is just the icing on the cake.”
information
on theoneSouth
The For
South more
Florida Youth
Symphony, considered
of the
nation’s premier
youth music
organizations, captured
top
Florida
Youth
Symphony,
visit thethe
prize—the Gold Adjudicators Trophy—in the prestigious Heritage
website
at
<www.sfys.net>
or
Music Festival in Washington, D.C. The group raised more than
phone
305-238-2729.
$15,000 through
GoFundMe to help pay for the trip, which also
included attending the Presidential Inauguration.

THE INSTRUMENTS OF NATURE

Concertmaster Yosvani Rodriguez, left, a 16-year old sophomore at Mays Conservatory of Music in Goulds,
leads the string section in the playing of several envirnonment-themed pieces during the South Florida Youth
Symphony’s concert, Sunday, at the Lehman Theater on the Miami-Dade College North Campus. Violists Florencia
Cassaballe, center, a 17-year old junior at Tracy and Alonzo Mourning High School and Seth Pan, right, a 15-yearold freshman at Doral Academy, join in during the world premiere of Dennis Kam’s ‘Forever Everglades.’

For additional information please contact:
Marjorie Hahn, Executive & Musical Director
South Florida Youth Symphony
305.238.2729
marjihahn@gmail.com

